SiN 
long-distance relationships can work.

More than a decade has passed since Marius Drogsås Hagen and Tord Øverland Knudsen’s mutual interest, music, sparked a creative bond that has survived more than the two young talented songwriters could have ever foreseen. Both of them from Elverum, a city that could easily replace the North Bends if David Lynch ever wanted to set the scene for a new season of Twin Peaks. Its remote location and breathtaking rural surroundings Elverum is a marvel to an outsider, but for two young artists in the making it was small, narrow minded and filled with naysayers. Tord eventually moved to Liverpool, UK while Marius settled for Oslo, Norway.

Since then Marius and Tord’s songwriting skills and musicianship have shone through in various other projects. Tord as the bass player in UK indiepopsters The Wombats and Marius as the bass player in Jaqueline and sole mastermind behind the lesser known (but not for long) Norwegian radio-darlings Team me. The strain of being heavily involved in other projects would itself have been enough to end a number of creative relationships. And if you add to the mix that Marius and Tord have spent more time in different cities, let alone different countries, it would have been more than fair to expect that SiN would have faded out during The Noughties. But somehow SiN has survived, and some would even say they've always been around. Popping up here and there, like in 2004, when SiN was picked as demo of the week (Ukas urørt) on Norwegian national radio (P3). And lately with a curious remix on a vinyl only release of The Wombats “My Circuit Board City” single and remix of Leicester based band; Kyte's new single “Ihnfsa”. 

The summer of 2008 saw Marius and Tord going back to their native Elverum, armed with new songs, bizarre instruments (none of them really knew how to play) and a home recording studio. They set up in the local church and bit by bit a clever blend of DIY lo-fi pop and strong electronic beats where seeping out through the old church walls into the usually quiet streets of Elverum. Skinny fit jeans and urban haircuts invaded the small city when a large part of Oslo’s indie-milieu (Pop Levi, Montee, Truls & The Trees) turned up to show their respect. Friends, family and neighbours contributed too. Even the children of Elverum were beautifully captured on “It’s…up to you”. SiN then relocated to the legendary Elevator Recording Studio in Liverpool for overdubs and then back to Oslo for the mixing. The result is an unusual melting pot of indie pop and electronic music performed, not by a band but, by a group of talented people working under strong supervision by two close friends whose vision never faded.

Some long – distance relationships are meant to last. SiN’s self titled debut album released on Eskimo Foe Records the June 28 2010, is all the proof you need.

